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Lawson optimistic about area’s recovery
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While Lake Ontario water lev-
els have settled down for the time
being — allowing for much-needed
infrastructure repairs along the
shoreline to get underway — busi-
nesses continue to struggle. The
ongoing effects of the coronavi-
rus exacerbate this fight.

“We were sharing our experi-
ences, information,” Lawson said
of the group’s discussion with
Jacobs, who recently assumed
the 27th District seat in Congress
following his special election vic-
tory in April. “He was genuinely
interested; he heard much from
area businesses.”

As noted, much of the area’s
struggles continue to center on
the loss in tourism and from the
impact of shutdowns beyond its
control — namely the U.S. bridge
closures into Canada.

Just this week, Canadian Depu-

ty Prime Minister Chrystia Free-
land announced Canada and the
U.S. have agreed to extend the
temporary restrictions covering
all nonessential travel across the
entire border until Sept. 21.
Impacting travel on all U.S.
border-crossings in  Buffalo-
Niagara, the measure continues
to exempt the flow of trade and
commerce, as well as temporary
foreign workers and those in the
health care industry who may re-
side on both sides of the border.
But it has also had a pronounced
negative impact on cross-border
traffic and the region’s economy.
Lawson noted the comments
he heard from the Niagara Falls
Bridge Commission visitors.
“They said traffic on the three
Niagara Falls bridges was down
96% from May-June 2019 to the
same period this year,” Lawson
said. “There were 300,000 car

crossings during that time last
year and 12,000 for the same
month this year. He (Jacobs)
seemed concerned; many busi-
nesses spoke on the loss of Cana-
dian travel.”

Lawson said many of the busi-
nesses do continue to struggle,
not only from COVID-19, but also
from the impact of the high wa-
ter levels and damaged property.
He said some of the area’s core
reported business declines of up
to 60% from May 2017, when high
water levels began to be a prob-
lem, to this day.

“No one was prepared for that
at all; we didn’t see that coming,”
Lawson said.

Anne Bellone Basille, a Town of
Wilson council member, director
of Wilson Tourism NY and presi-
dent of Mirage Tours, joined with
many in calls to Jacobs for greater
federal assistance to address the

struggles.

“Our tourism industry needs
help on a federal level, and the in-
ternational border needs to allow
nonessential travel soon in order
for all of our community’s small
business to survive ... which ac-
tually goes for both sides of the
border,” Basille said.

“Just as an FYI, the general
feeling is that the border will be
closed to nonessential travel until
the first of the year,” she added.

Despite the lakeshore area’s
struggles, Lawson did take note
of some recent positives. He said
grant funding from Gov. Andrew
Cuomo’s Lake Ontario Resiliency
and Economic Development Ini-
tiative is now beginning to move
and that lakeshore projects are
either starting to get underway
or expected to begin in coming
months. Lawson also noted dis-
cussions continue with the state

with regard to addressing the 5%
REDI funding share placed on lo-
calities.

Slowly but surely, he said he
feels the area is beginning to re-
cover. Lawson noted four success-
ful business startups occurred in
the lakeshore area over the past
six months despite the COVID-19
pandemic, and that business at
area Airbnbs has been good over
the summer.

“We’re hopeful for the future.
These small businesses are our
whole lives,” he said.

Norris said, “We spoke to many
local small business owners about
the struggles they face right now
due to COVID-19 along with
Lake Ontario water infrastruc-
ture. Thank you, Mayor Arthur
Lawson, for making this forum a
success while following state and
local guidelines.”

Cuomo: School districts needs to be prepared
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distance for the past six months.
Go look at Manhattan on a Thurs-
day night, Friday, Saturday night,
and tell me how well they’ve been
listening. You think their behav-
ior’s going to change when they
g0 back to school? One hundred
thirty students in one week.
That is a failure of the testing
and contact tracing operations. It
shouldn’t get to 130.

“Look at that, and then look at
your school reopening plan, and
how would you make sure you
don’t wind up in that situation.

What was your testing proce-
dure? Could it have gotten that
big that fast?

“Now, frankly, on a college,
in some ways it’s not as bad, be-
cause the student was infecting
other students. K to 12, if you
had 130 students positive, it’s not
130, it’s 500, because the student
would have gone home and dealt
with people in their immediate
family. You know in some ways
being on a college campus is less
problematic from a spread point
of view than K-12. But I want the
schools to take this situation into

WXRL

1300 AM & 95.5 FM

Oct. 6- Spragues Maple Farm/Casino (525 free play & $5 food)

Oct. 10-14 - Greenbrier & Elkins, WV - 2 Trains-Amtrak/Durbin
Rocket

Oct. 12 & 13 - Thousand Islands/Boat Cruise/Ron & Nancy
Onesong

Oct. 20-26 - Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole OpryS'

NEW 2021

amenities. Call for more details.

“Classic Country”

“Ramblin’ Lou Tours - “Travel with Friends”
Join your hosts Joanie, Linda Lou & Lou IV
Celebrating 50 years (1970-2020)
On behalf of the Ramblin’ Lou Family and our WXRL Family & Staff, we look forward to getting back

“On The Road Again” with you. Check our website at WXRL.com for tour updates,
and 2021 tours as they are added. Stay well friends, and we’ll see you real soon!

January 11-21, 2021 WXRL'S SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE
10-Night NCL Cruise Includes: 6 Ports, airfare, port taxes/charges, Transfers & amenities. Call WXRL for more details.
October 14-23, 2021 WXRL'S HAWAIIAN CRUISE 7-Night NCL Cruise plus 2 nights hotel in Honolulu prior to the
Cruise. Includes 4 slands/5 ports: Oahu, Maui, Kauai & Big Island of Hawaii, airfare, port taxes/charges, transfers &

For a FREE brochure & more info, call (716) 681-1313
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm « wxrl.com

WE LOVE OUR COUNTRY!

Nov. 2-4 - Amish Holiday - Lancaster, PA “Queen Ester &
Christmas Show" s,
Nov. 10-12 - “Fest. of Light's-Oglebay Park/Wilson Lodge x
Wheeling, WV

Nov. 27-Dec. 1 - Nashville Country Christmas/Opryland Hotel/
Grand Ole Opry

Cat

THE STATION WITH PERSONALITY

...is BACK HOME

* The GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK »
STANDARDS of YESTERDAY & TODAY

CoOVID-19

rCIosures & Updates
Go to our website

wnypapers.com

consideration and answer the
question, ‘Would this have hap-
pened in your school? Could you
have caught the spread before it
got to 130 students?” And if you
can’t answer ‘Yes,” then there’s a
problem. But the basic point on
both is opening schools, risky
and problematic. That happens in
September.

“In September the flu season
starts. It’s going to make it much
harder to diagnose symptomatic
people; it’s going to make some
people sick with the flu, which
will then make them in a more

serious situation if they get CO-
VID - and then it’s going to really
stress our testing capacity. That
all happens in a matter of weeks.
This is not over. The second wave
is coming. It’s going to be more
challenging.

“On top of that, we still have
states all around us getting in-
fected and quarantine facilities
and procedures, and lack of com-
pliance in bars and restaurants,
which if I had to guess that lack
of compliance is going to be trans-
ferred to college campuses all
across the state. And we still have
local police departments that are
not stepping up and doing their
job.”

Local Infection Rate
Problematic

On Tuesday, Western New
York once again had the high-
est positive test rate in the state,
at 1.4%. Erie County reported 54
new cases, while Niagara County
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had nine positives. By compari-
son, of the 80,425 test results re-
ported to New York that day, 631,
or 0.78%, were positive.

The Niagara County Depart-
ment of Health, on Wednesday,
issued a warning that youth need
to remain diligent, as they’re not
immune from the coronavirus.

“We are very concerned that
eight of the nine cases today
are individuals under the age
of 30, and were not directly tied
to other positives of which we
were previously aware,” Niagara
County Public Health Director
Daniel Stapleton said. “We cannot
emphasize enough that young
people are susceptible to COV-
ID-19 and must take precautions
like social distancing and wearing
masks.”

To date, Niagara County has
had 1,538 positive cases, with 99
deaths and 1,406 people recov-
ered.
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